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North Carohna
Summer Camp
i I-I,
by Met  Spies
ANTICIPATION  Was  at its  Peak  aS  the  nineteen  neo-
phyte  foresters  riding  the  new  Iowa.  State  Bus  went
up  and  down  the  curving  road  leading  to  Franklin,
North  Carolina.    VVhat  was  the  1964  Forestry  Sum-
mer  Camp  going  to be like?   What effects would  this
venture  have  upon  our  attitude  toward  the  forestry
profession and forestry in general?
When  we  arrived  at  camp  the  bus  and  the  <cRed
Forester2s  CoachJ3  (truck)  had  only  begun  the  5,OOO
odd  miles  that it had yet  to  go  that  summer.   It was
not  long  until  the  rest  of  the  46  students  rolled  in,
and  activity was in full swing.   Camp was nestled in
Wyah  Valley  of  the  Nantahala  Mountains  approxi-
mately  5O  miles  east  of  Great  Smoky  Mountain  Na-
tional  Park.    Our  lcamp  was  complete  with  a  trout
stream  running  nearby  and  a  swimming  pond  just
out the front door.   (Needless to  say, it was the  scene
of  a  considerable  number  of  dunkings   during  our
stay!)   We  did not  know camp was equipped with  an
auto  repair  shop  until  one  student's  car  acquired  a
cracked block.   He purchased  a new engine in nearby
Franklin,  and  then  the  «46  expertjj  mechanics  took
the matter to heart  and  set up  shop rig72t in the mid-
dle   of  the  bunkhouse.    If  our  mothers   only   could
have  seen our housekeeping then!   Even with  all the
advice  of  <<46  experts9J  I  think  the  car  was  last  seen
rather incapacitated in Franklin.
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L.  to  R.-Professor  Kellogg,  Dr.  Thomson,  Dr.  Bensend  (camp
director).
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One  of  the  first  things  on  the  agenda  was  an  of-
ficial   welcome   to   North   Carolina   by   U.S.   District
Forest  Ranger  Howard  Burnett.   He  pointed  out  the
fact  that  wood  industries  were  ranked  third  in  eco-
nomic  importance  in  the   State  of  North   Carolina.
During  the  rest  of  the   summer  we  were   going  to
find  out  the  importance  of  forestry  in  the  lives  of
these people  and  the role  of the  professional forester
there.   What  were  some  of  the  reasons  forestry  was
such  an  important  part  of  the  economy?   Let's  look
into   what   our   group   of   pre-professional   foresters
found out during the summer.
Very  obvious  at  first was  the  abundance  of timber
growing  on  the  hundreds  of  mountain  slopes.   Prob-
ably  8597o   of  the  countryside  surrounding  camp  was
under  some  type  of  forest  cover,  and  rightly  so,  for
the  rocky,   mountainous   terrain  was  lunfit  for   any
other type of agricultural crop.
The  forest  provided  direct  employment  for  many
people.   The  area  around  camp  abounded  with  such
activities  as  logging  operations,  as  well  as  crews  of
woods  workers  improving  access  roads,  working  on
silvicultural  improvements,  establishing  new  recrea-
tional  facilities  and  campsites,  and  wildlife  habitat
improvement.    All  of  these  people  looked  up  to  the
professional   forester   for   guidance   either   directly
through  his  supervision  or  indirectly  through  estab-
lishment  of  policy  concerning  the  growing  and  utili-
zation of the forest,
These people as well as the foresters looked  toward
the  research  forester  for  ways  of  improving  and  in-
creasing  the  timber  crop.   Our  group  visited  several
research  and  experimental  forests  during  the  sum-
mer.    At  Coweeta  Hydrologic  Laboratory  we  discov-
ttOh,  a  good  place  to  eat  our peanut  butter  and  jelly  sandwich.JJ
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The  tt46  experts''  minus  42  are  at  it  again.
ered  the  research  being  carried  on  in  the  forest7s  re-
lationship  to  the  water  supply.   Most  of  the  various
experiments  under way  dealt with  the  effects  of  dif-
ferent logging  practices  and  degrees  of foliage  cover
on  stream  run-off.    Another  trip  found  us  at  Bent
Creek    Experimental    Forest    where    the    research
delved   into   the   effects   of   stand   density   and   site
quality  on productivity.
Wood-using  industries   are   just   as  important   as
the foregoing in making forestry so important in the
economy.   We  visited  several  sawmills  and  observed
them  at  every  level  of  production  and  technological
advancement.     Several   encounters   with   furniture
manufacturers  readily  illustrated  to  us  the  various
problems  a wood  technologist  must  be  ready  to  deal
with,  especially  that  of  wood-moisture  relationships,
Another very interesting and highly technical field
in  forest  utilization  is  the  pulp  and  paper  industry.
This  was  especially  prevalent  in  this  area.   Tlll'ough
class  discussion  and  a  full  dayJs  trip  through  cham-
pion  Paper  and  Pulp  Mill  in  Canton,   N.C.   we   ob-
tained   an   unforgettable  insight  into  this  industry.
Our  reception  there  was  one  of  the  finest,   and  no
one  seemed  to  mind  breaking  the  routine  of  peanut
butter  sandwiches  to  engage  in  a  smorgasborg  din-
ner in our host7s cafeteria.
Interspaced   with   our  field   trips   were   classes   in
forest biology  and mensuration.   Various silvicultural
practices  and methods  were  explained  and  shown  to
us  in  the  forest  whenever  possible.    The  course  in
mensuration  was  made  most  realistic  by  a  true-life
problem  dealing  with  the  boundary  traverse,  timber
volume  estimation,  and  topographic  mapping  of  an
area.   A map was then prepared showing all the pert-
inent  information  necessary  for  the  commencement
of a logging operation in the area.
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Before   moving   operations   to   Durham,   N.C.,   a
Forester7s  Conclave  was  held  and  prizes  donated  by
various   companies   were   awarded   to   the   winning
contestants.   The final week of camp was  a busy one.
Base  camp was  near Durham  but much  of the  time
was  spent  on  field  trips.   A  trip  to  Duke  University
(which  only carries on  graduate work in the forestry
field)   and   their  experimental  forests  was  probably
one  of  the  most  intriguing  trips.    Here  we  found
some   of  the  most  highly  technical  research  beillg
carried   on   in   silviculture,   ecology,   patholog,cry,   and
management.     For   example,   one   experiment   was
being  carried  on  to  establish  the  effect  of root  grafts
on  the  timber  growth  by  the  use  of radioactive  ma-
terial  injected into  the  lower  trunk  of  the  tree.   The
movement  of  the  radioactive  material  was  then  fol-
lowed  through  the root  system  and  trunk by the  use
of  a  geiger  counter.   A  control  experiment  was  also
being  carried  on  using  the  same  procedure  on  trees
without root  grafts.
We  also  visited  a  seed  orchard  for  Southern  pines
and  some  of  the  Pocosin  area  being drained,  logged,
and reseeded to thriftier Southern pine by the Weyer-
haeuser Company.
Camp left a few with the feeling that perhaps their
goal  in  life  was  not  that  of  a  professional  forester.
With  the  majority  of  the  students,  however,  it  left
an   impression   of   the   professional   forester   which
would  inspire  them  to  pursue  their  studies  with  a
new vigor and enlightenment.
lst  row-I.  to  R.-Ron  Owens, Roger  Cordon,  Bob  Opem,  Dick  Bower,  Ron  Hoffmayer,  Wayne  Ross,  John  Prey,  Glenn  Jackson,  Jim
Berryhill.  2nd  row  I.  to  R.-Roger Haugen,  Harry  Walters,  Bob Meyer,  Tom  Bachman,  Harold  Russell,  Mel  Spies,  Jim  Schuler,  Tom
Ellerhoff,  Mike  Bradley,  John  Timm, Dan  White,  Steve  Parsons,  Aaron  Campbell.  3rd  row-L.   to  R.-Dan  Bertelson,  Bill  Einspahr,
Brian  Lightcap,  Dave  Goetz,  Jim  Adams,  Lyle  Prunty,  Steve  Brenton, George  Sloup,  Roger  Fight,  Mark  Schultheiss,  Ken  Phipps,  4th
row-L.  to  R.-Prof.  Kellogg,  Don  Myers,  John Bittle, Bob  Smith, Gary  Carroll,  John  Piepel,  Larry  Taylor,  Marvin  Schmelser,  Chuck
Kieweg,  Duane  Clausen,  Loren  Jones,  Ray  Van  Wyngarden,  Dennis  Bokemeier,  Dr.  Bensend.
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